CHAPTER XIII ' CONTESTS WITH CLARK AND KEENE
AT no other time in Mr. Harriman's career did he undertake more important enterprises, or carry on a greater number of multifarious activities, than in the three years between 1898 and 1902. During this period he began the reconstruction of the Union Pacific; acquired control of the great Southern Pacific system and began to rebuild that; directed the recapitalization and reconstruction of the Chicago & Alton; undertook the management of the Kansas City Southern; organized and personally conducted an important scientific expedition to Alaska; planned and put up a five-story building for the Boys' Club in New York; carried on a titanic contest with J. P. Morgan and James J. Hill for control of the Northern Pacific, and finally cooperated with these railroad financiers in the organization of the Northern Securities Company, a corporation which had a capitalization of $400,000,000 and which linked together three of the most important railway systems in the West.
One might suppose that activities of such scope and magnitude would overtax the working capacity